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Serbs in the southeast. The German colonies scattered over
the Hungarian plains, the Germans and Jews established indi-
vidually in the cities, were absolutely without cohesion or
national organization, and did not form a party. Two groups
alone had a national organization: the kingdom of Croatia-Sla-
vonia in the southeast, and the little group of Saxons in Tran-
sylvania (200,000 souls), a German colony which retained its
German character, but whose growth in population was slight.

The government had at first but little to do with the Slovac
peasants, who either did not vote at all or else voted for the Mag-
yar noBles. The Serbs had their orthodox patriarch, their
churches and their schools, and especially clung to their religious
autonomy. Transylvania, where the government had opposed
the Saxons to the Magyars by organizing an independent Diet
(1849 and 1863), was incorporated into the Kingdom of Hun-
gary. It lost its Diet and its independent administration, and
was divided into 75 districts directly represented in the Hun-
garian Diet. The Saxons joined the Magyars through fear of
the orthodox Rouman peasants,who formed the base of the popu-
lation : the electoral system of property qualification gave almost
all the rural seats to the two aristocracies.

The Croats alone, who had in old times a constitution and were
represented by an aristocracy, had been able to preserve their
autonomy by taking advantage of the rivalry between Austria
and Hungary. The compromise concluded between the Hun-
garian and Croatian Diets (1868) left to the united kingdom of
Croatia-Slavonia its governor (Ban), its capital Agram, and
its Diet composed o-f 75 members elected by property holders and
48 members by right (magnates and dignitaries). It was a self-
governed state, with a national coat of arms, an official national
language (Croatian), a system of justice, education, religion, and
a legislative power exercised by the Diet. But it remained
united to Hungary by very extensive " common affairs," which
included, in addition to the affairs common to the two states of
Hungary and Austria, all questions of commerce and of com-
munication. In these matters, Croatia was represented in the
government by a Croatian minister, in the Hungarian Diet by 40
delegates from the Diet at Agram, in the Imperial Delegation by
5 delegates. A financial agreement, made for ten years, divided
the income from Croatian taxes between the two countries,
granting 45 per cent, for Croatia's particular expenses, but fixing
a minimum which Hungary must complete in case of a deficit.